
              
 

Johnstown Discovery Center 
 

     Built in 1907, Germania Brewing Company, one of 14 Johnstown breweries, operated the 

facility until 1920 but closed in the early stages of Prohibition.  The building functioned as a 

meat packing facility, and later became home to Morris Paper Company and then Hammermill 

Paper Company. It was purchased by the Johnstown Area Heritage Association and opened as 

the Discovery Center in 2008. 

 

     The center tells many stories of the Johnstown area, from the mighty steel industry to life as 

an immigrant coming into a new environment. 

 

     The first-floor exhibit of the Frank & Sylvia Pasquerilla Heritage Discovery Center is aptly 

named “America: Through Immigrant Eyes.”  As you enter, you’ll choose a card with a photo of 

one of eight immigrant characters, who are fictional composites based on historical facts. You 

then experience the daily life of that character as you tour the museum. Rather than simply 

looking at artifacts, you’ll actually experience the sights, sounds and even the smells of 

immigrants’ daily lives, and come away with a more complete understanding of the sacrifices 

and achievements of these Americans in the making. 

 

                                                           



     Polish immigrants speak through Josef, age 12, a peasant boy, and a 21-year-old Stefan, a 

migrant farmhand. The Slovaks tell their story through the peasant girl Anna, age 9, and Prokop, 

a butcher who is 29. Or you may tour with Andrej, a 24-year-old Bohemian farmhand or 

Katerina, age 30, a goose farmer from Hungary. Then again, you may choose to experience the 

life of 19-year-old Maria, an Italian peasant, or Mosha, a 36-year-old shopkeeper from Russia. 

 

“Mystery of Steel” 
 

     The third floor houses a gallery that provides insight into the Cambria Iron and Steel 

Company, which at that time produced 80% of America’s steel. 

 

 
 

     The Mystery of Steel” is shown in a theater at the bottom of the 3-story gallery. It is a film 

that documents Johnstown’s role in the early steel industry. It includes historic photographs, re-

enactments and spectacular high-definition footage JAHA commissioned Charles Guggenheim 

to shoot in the local Bethlehem Steel mills before their 1992 closing. The theater is equipped 

with strategically-placed infrared heaters and low-resolution speakers, so that visitors will feel 

the heat and rumble of a working steel mill as they view the film. 

 

     The Discovery Center is open Tuesday – Saturday 10:00-5:00 and 12;00 – 5:00 on Sunday.  

There is an admission fee, but convention attendees with their lanyard will receive a discounted 

rate. 

 


